


Victor seems to have it all together – good looks, his own branding company, 
and life in L.A.  But appearances can be deceiving, because in reality, he’s 
broke, living out of his van, $93,000 in debt and still looking for the ever-
elusive purpose of his life.

Pop, an elderly friend from the past, offers Victor his only choice – to come 
back home.  Yet, home is a tattered trailer park in the South, which is full of 
bad memories and broken relationships. 

Once home, Victor discovers that he must deal with his volatile past before he 
can move toward his promising future.  Through the story’s inspiring ending of 
reconciled relationships and realized dreams, we are reminded that no life is 
“common,” because everyone has a God-given purpose.

Synopsis 
“You rarely have a script where there are 

so many different stories and interesting 

characters. You have two leads, but it really 

feels like an ensemble cast. All of the parts 

are juicy. All of the parts have meat to them.”

       -Melissa Lozoff (Jeana Clay)
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MOVIE SET 

The next challenge would be to locate 
trailers that could be donated and 
moved to the set. Amazingly, there 
was a person in the community who 
had a mobile home business and was 
willing to move several trailers, due for 
demolition, to the set. One trailer even 
came to us through a Craigslist post, 
asking for people to donate trailers to 
the film!  

“With an independent film, you’re usually borrowing 
houses or you’re shooting in a back alley. Not these 
guys.They created an actual trailer park, which is The 
Commons. It felt like a Hollywood set.”

-Anthony Paderewski (Trevor Jenkins)

One of our greatest challenges was 
finding an actual trailer park that we 
could utilize for filming.  We would 
need access to the grounds, as well 
as the inside of these trailers, and 
this created a tremendous obstacle. 
Therefore, we decided to make our 
own trailer park. We contacted a family
friend who was willing to allow us to 
change their vacant field into a trailer 
park.  The field was mowed, then 
the ground was scraped to create a 
dirt driveway.  

Once the trailers were in place, we 
had an amazing group of volunteers 
who cleaned out these dilapidated 
structures.  All of them were filled 
with trash, huge holes in the ceilings 
and floors, active wasp’s nests, and 
all around “yuck”.  After lots of trips 
to the dump and several gallons of 
disinfectant, we had to start dressing 
the set.  

Another group of volunteers went on 
the hunt for furniture, linens, drapes, 
appliances, dishes and everything else 
that was needed to make 6 trailer 
homes look and feel like they were 
actually lived in by our characters.  
These volunteers and our crew visited 
every local thrift store, available attics 
and garages in order to find all of our 
set decorations.  Ultimately, we turned 
a vacant field into an authentic trailer 
park in 4 months.  



Fan-Funded Film 
When we embarked on the journey of making a film in Upstate South Carolina, 
we had nothing more than a script and a dream.  There was no money at all.  
Nevertheless, we were determined to find the funds and make it happen.

Our first approach was to find investors who could get the project off the 
ground.  However, with a bad economy and the high risk of investing in a  
film – we hit a dead end.  Yet, we didn’t see this as deterrent.  We saw it as 
a sign that we were to look for funding in a different place. 

Ultimately, we chose a new way of funding a film, crowdsourcing.  We chose 
Kickstarter, which is a web-based platform that allows film-makers to raise 
funds for their film through online donations.  We had 35 days to raise 
$50,000.  If we didn’t raise the money in that time limit – we wouldn’t get 
any funds.  After 32 days, we had only raised 48% of our goal.  It didn’t 
look promising.  Yet, we worked hard and prayed even harder.  In the next 72 
hours, we saw a miracle.  We saw more money come in those 72 hours than 
we saw in 32 days.  Not only did we reach our goal, but we surpassed it by 
$8,000.  

Kickstarter Campaign 

“100% of the movie’s budget was raised by 
thousands of fans who believe in the project 

and its message.“



Faith element 
This movie is about the joy that comes when a person finds their God-given 
purpose. So many people today are asking, “What is the purpose of my life?” 
People are searching for the reason of their existence and what they are 
supposed to do with their lives. Redemption of the Commons explores these 
questions, with the belief that a life surrendered to God is full of purpose and 
joy. Of course this does not mean that life will be free of difficulty. The movie 
explores this reality too. This is to say, that God often uses our hardships to 
not only refine us, but to bring us to a place of purpose and destiny.

In the script, there is a scene that called for a storm and strong wind. Of  
course, with a small budget, we could not make that happen. As we were 
setting up for the shot, a huge storm began to roll toward us. Not only was 
the visual aspect a Godsend, but it “thundered” at exactly the right moment it 
was needed in the scene.

One of the producers was feeling the pressure of finding all of the mobile  
homes needed for the set, because time was running out.  He flippantly 
thought “I’ll put a post on Craigslist.” Not really thinking anyone would take 
him up on the offer, he was totally surprised when he saw a response within 
15 minutes from an individual who was willing to donate their fully furnished 
trailer.

On the second day of shooting, we were filming outdoors and there were 
threats of showers.  Due to our low budget, we couldn’t re-shoot or re-
schedule.  So we just prayed for God’s help with the rain. As we looked at 
the sky, we saw the rain clouds and the rain bands approaching.  Yet, when 
the clouds got to the set, there was a giant hole in the sky above and no 
showers.  We were even more amazed when we checked the radar image and 
saw that the rain covered the entire area except at our location.

On one of our rare days off, KT was at home – worn out on the couch 
and wondering where the needed twenty thousand dollars will come from to 
complete production.  The doorbell rang.  KT thought it was the routine UPS 
delivery, so he didn’t move. Yet, he heard someone talking on the porch, so 
he went to investigate.  It was one of KT’s friends. After the friend came in, he 
handed KT a folded check and said, “God has put this on my heart to give  
to the film.” KT’s mouth dropped when he saw it was a check for $20,000 – 
the amount needed to finish production. 

Without God’s provision, this film would not 
have been made. 

Here are a few examples of how He provided:



“We feel  STRONGLY about 

GIVING BACK.”

Living Water International
Living Water International is an organization that brings fresh drinking 
water to developing nations in order to eradicate waterborne diseases.  
Contaminated drinking water causes 2.2 million deaths per year.  

Compassion International
Compassion International exists as an advocate for needy children across the 
world.  They utilize Christian principles to free kids from economic, social and 
physical poverty.

The Salvation Army Adult Rehabilitation Center
The Salvation Army Adult Rehabilitation Center utilizes Christian principles 
to aid individuals who are in need of alcohol or drug rehabilitation, yet are 
unable to afford treatment.     

A large portion of all proceeds made from 
the film will be distributed to the following 

organizations:

Charities  Technical list 
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